Interior Products

woven, or O5B bamboo that compacts small
strands of bamboo fiber with resin to create a
campasite type of floor board thar is abour
twice as hard as standard bamboa flooring,
"The product | like most is the strand-
woven," says Rainforest Carpentry's Yoder, “It's
crushed and compacred, so ic's denser and high-
er gualicy” He says it can be glued directly to
cancrete slab or with several types of insulation
ot barrier. "It what | install most now because |

don't have to charge much more and it's a bet-
ter product”

While traditional bamboo
floaring may he too ropetitive
ar “perfect-looking” for some
tastes, the strand bamboo has a

Central Floors. fuant beend bamboo flooring =
growe For at least six years, acoording zo the manufac
trer, &eet fealures s x layers of preminm gualicy alu-
Torum exide fac creace & highly daratyie and scratch-
reaitart surtace It is availzble ir a vanety of pamems,
colirs, aned finishes, including verticzl, horizontal
brocked, and horizonzal rancior, 405-543-2299,
weanaenrralfoars.oom. Circle 245,

mare random pattern and a
unique look. "lts different, it
doesn’t look like bambon,” says
lohn Dale, praduct manager far
woaod and  laminate  at

Bamboo Hardwoods. Pramium engineersd Memphis, Tenn.-based distribu-
bamboo flooring includes 3 bambon wear tor Building Plastics. "It looks
are with an like an exotic wood species, but
: it gives you the same advan-
tages of bamboo
LOOK AGAIN Sustainable Flooring, Soandwoiven

The woven look isn't the only  bamzac foarrg is a compressed zr
way manufacturers are expand-  demsificd bamzos compos e, Te maker

ing the variety of bamboo says ©doesnor sse 2um nam axizz i
serEuse L scraleh-

options. Homeowners  can ims prefiriied toatirg
chaase their own assthetic with &5 whitz Coored sorandweowen bas oo o

n*asec irto the wesr laver before comi-

Teragren. The rarufacturer offers fee tepes o bamboo
floor ng swenergy serand, Merature Marurzls, with a trad -
szl randdom- sngrh look; Sigrasere Doors, in espresso,

chery, crarcoa, erc walnor staes; Trafrsman, whick fez-

a variety of scrapes, stains, and
calars,

"Pecple are applying the
same sorts of methads ar tech-

mressior. Tracisionz| barmtao loorng
alsey & gl alle in vwo snzces of car
zonized or ratueal 3023-544-5076,

wenessL staing b lnoning oo, Cirele 353

tures a wider longer plank look; and Scadic, wh 27 fza-
tures Teral o, & patenieed sell- ookieg sestern that e

niques that are being applied to

wood to bamboo Bamrexs Grant says. His
company's hand-scraped bambaoa, for example,
has a mare uneven surface with a rustic
character,

Smich & Fong's woven Meopolitan bamboag
flooring combines strands of different colors to
create a unique ook like zebrawoaod. "It's a very
design-y, hip, fancy-locking thing,” Eberlein says.

Even stains are available i more distinctive
colors. Far example, Teragren's Signarure Colors
series is available in espressa, walnut, cherry, or
chacolare, and Smich & Fong has shades such as
cinnamon red. More importantly, homeowners
are buying inta the unique, brightly colored
hes.

“It's niche-y. It's becoming more popular”
says May, He worries these colars may go the
way of lime green tiles in the 1960s, but says the
purple and red stains consticute a trend. BP

ac achesive, The rmaker says i ases ony Cotmum 25
Mosn bambon o produse looting 25 percent Favder
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